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Dover-based band MORE THAN NORMAL kick off a four-month tour
with arguably their biggest gig to date when they headline the Leas Cliff
Hall in Folkestone on Friday January 28th, with support from punk band
JESTER and ska group T. A. R.

Formed in 2001, MORE THAN NORMAL are an awesome, high energy
pun rock band that will get even the most jaded head nodding. The
band’s sound is a fusion of the very best US punk (Blink 182, Green
Day and Rancid) combined with a dash of good old UK street punk
(The Clash, Buzzcocks, Filth F. C.).

More Than Normal come across as a welcome breath of fresh air with
their on stage shenanigans and have-a-laugh attitude which has won
them rave reviews up and down the country. After near constant
gigging throughout Kent, the band have already embarked on two
nationwide tours and have previously supported such luminaries as
Farse, Shootin Goon, Captain Everything and the Not Katies.

The band have recently slimmed down to a three-piece consisting of Al
(drums), Ben (vocals and guitar) and Gaz (bass).

The gig will also herald the release of More Than Normal’s new EP
‘Late Nights, Messy Mornings’. They previously released an album
entitled ‘Playin’ Dumb’ in 2002. The tour is with Moon Ska’s latest
heroes Fandangle and will keep More Than Normal on the road until
the end of May. For further information, visit www.morethannormal.com

JESTER have themselves previously headlined the Leas and need little
introduction to local gig goers. They provide a punk rock antidote to the
offerings of chart music and, as well as their own material, blast out
classic punk rock covers from the late 70s (including songs by the Sex
Pistols, Stiff Little Fingers, The Clash and The Damned) and more up-
to-date acts. The band deliver with a big modern sound and entertain
both musically and visually by involving the crowd with their interactive
live performance. Each show is typified by a raw energy that never fails
to come across.

The band have released two albums ‘Corruption’ (2004) and ‘Down
With The Clown’ (2001). For more information, visit
www.jesterpunkuk.co.uk

Jester’s line up is Kelvin McCann (lead guitar & vocals), Ian Waller
(vocals), Terry Vincent (bass guitar & vocals), Stuart Kinnon (guitar) and
Neil Martin (drums).

New Folkestone-based band T. a. R. serve up fast energetic ska punk
in a minor key and are made up of Aaron Darveniza (drums / vocals),
Chester Boyd (bass / vocals), Matt Stewart (guitar), James Gillard (sax
/ vocals) and Matt Davey (trombone).

Tickets are £6 in advance or £7 on the door. Doors open at 7.30pm.
Call the Box Office on 01303 228600.

Ken of My Life In The Making (formerly Hindsight) and Jamie of
Cubic Space Division are putting together a charity CD in aid of the
Tsunami Relief Fund. Interested bands should get in touch with
either  or jamie.floate@virgin.net

TSUNAMI RELIEF FUND

MORE THAN NORMAL, JESTER 
and T. A. R. AT LEAS The Lone Star Comedy Club enters its second year with BRENDAN

BURKE (star of Father Ted and Liffy Laughs), SHAZIA MIRZA (as seen
of Have I Got News For You and the country’s only female Muslim
comedian), DARRELL MARTIN (who has supported both Johnny Vegas
and Ross Noble on tour) and resident compere DANNY JAMES at the
Lanterns in Folkestone’s Rendezvous Street on Saturday January 22nd.

BRENDAN BURKE is one of the finest and most experienced acts from
the Emerald Isle. As a regular face on Irish television and resident
compere at Gibneys in Malahide, he has cemented his reputation in
Ireland and is now looking to make his assault on the UK. Already a
crowd favourite at many venues across the country, Brendan’s take on all
things from the drinking habits of his native folk to whatever happened in
the news the day before is sure to win him many more fans.

Trained at the Rose Bruford College of Speech and Drama in London,
SHAZIA MIRZA works full time as a writer, actor and stand up comedian.
She began stand up comedy in September 2000 and has in a very short
space of time worked her way up the ladder, picking up the 2001
Hackney Empire Best New Act competition at the London Comedy
Festival (part of the prize was to appear at the Palladium). She followed
this up by winning Metro Magazine’s People’s Choice Best Comic Award
at the London Comedy Festival in 2002.

Shazia’s distinctive act combines a deadpan delivery with observation on
her world. In certain respects she is a revolutionary figure being the UK’s
only female Muslim stand up, a job which many in her culture would
frown upon. This enables her to have a unique perspective as a British
Muslim with her material crossing both cultures.

She was invited to perform at the Royal Albert Hall V Day event when
Eve Ensler asked her to write her own monologue which she duly did
and received a standing ovation from a cast which included Isabella
Rossellini, Maureen Lipman, Rita Tushingham, Meera Syal, Dannii
Minogue and Anita Dobson. Shazia Mirza is a practising Muslim.

In 1999, DARRELL MARTIN supported Perrier Nominee Johnny Vegas
on a 50-date ‘Walking Back To Happiness’ tour. His material is a mix of
observations taken down a ridiculous avenue, philosophical questioning
of simple matter and some basic downright dirty stuff. His regular
compering work has honed his ability to chat with the crowd, enabling
him to pick up on fresh ideas, and weave material and improv.

The Comedy Club now switches to the third Saturday of each month.

Tickets are £8 each or £64 for a table of eight on the main dance floor
area. Call Richard on 07810 864228 to book your place. You are advised
to book your tickets in advance as the show often sells out. Doors open
at 7.30pm, with the show starting at 8.30pm. Cheques should be made to
Richard Murrill and sent to 9 Gainsborough Close, Folkestone, Kent
CT19 5NB. You can also book via the website at Transactions are
handled by Paypal and are 100% secure and guaranteed. There is a 50p
booking fee per order for this online service (not per ticket).

Traditional ska / reggae / rocksteady stalwarts INTENSIFIED return
to mainland Europe for an appearance in Rennes on Saturday
January 22nd. 

INTENSIFIED IN FRANCE

LONE STAR COMEDY CLUB
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NEW YEAR’S DAY

ELECTRIC EXPERIENCE
Britannia, Margate

FUNDAMENTAL SKILLZ
Oranges, Ashford

SUN JAN 2nd

SHARPSTERS
Alexandra Hotel, Chatham 5-7pm

CUNNING STUNTS
Bull Inn, East Farleigh

IMPERIAL JAZZ BAND
Louis Armstrong, Dover

THE PEOPLE’S CHOIR OF
BERLIN, MATRA,
ANOTHER QUALITY
INSTALLATION, BOX
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

60s nite
Happy Frenchman, Folkestone

BANK HOL MON JAN 3rd

BLUES MOTHERS
Walnut Tree, Maidstone

WED JAN 5th

HEROES
Seahorse, Greatstone

BREAKTHRU
Angel Inn, West Malling

RUN V. T. 
Black Horse, Thurnham

SET 2
Britannia, Margate

THUR JAN 6th

ARTHUR KITCHENER
Oranges, Ashford

MENTAL FLOSS
Neptune, Dymchurch

MANTORA,
BLACK MARKET POP
Beacon Court, Gillingham

LE GRAND, WIZ
Minnie Bar, Birchington

PAUL MALSOM
The Grey Lady Music Lounge
The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells

BRAVADO
Walnut Tree, East Farleigh

Comedy Forum – 
BENJAMIN CRELLIN,
TOBY CALDWELL
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

Luke Smith presents …
The Stour Valley Theatrical
Company present “The Double
Detective & The Mystery of Two”
Local Hero Records
Orange St, Canterbury  8pm

FRI JAN 7th

MOESABOA, SEVENTH STORY,
STANXA, HOAX
Harp Club, Folkestone

GLISTEN, SIZEN, EXUS
Homelands, Kingsnorth, Ashford

CAR CRASH TELEVISION
Tap ‘n’ Tin, Chatham

SURGERY WITHOUT
RESEARCH, S. O. R. B. 
Happy Frenchman, Folkestone

GLISTEN, SIZEN
Homelands, Kingsnorth, Ashford

GRUMPY JACK,
SEVEN STORY DOWN,
EPISODE
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

MENTAL FLOSS
Firs Club, Cheriton

Just Jazz –
ATOMIC BOOGIE TRIO
Local Hero Records,
Orange St, Canterbury 8pm  £4

BAD TO T’BONE
Beacon Court, Gillingham

FACE TO FACE
Britannia, Margate

VERY UMBLE
White Lion, Cheriton

CAMINE
George Inn, Stone Street

FUSION
South Eastern Tavern, Ashford

MAC’S DINER
Star, Ashford

HEADLONG
East Kent, Whitstable

TOUCAN
Elm Tree, Paddock Wood

SUNNY SIDE UP with TIM HAIN
The Grey Lady Music Lounge
The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells

SAT JAN 8th

In-store performance
Local Hero Records

Orange St, Canterbury  2pm

BATTLESKA GALACTICA
White Lion, Cheriton

JESTER
Mill Inn, Deal

SICK NOTE BLUES BAND
Happy Frenchman, Folkestone

LENNY
Brewery Tap, Folkestone

3 dBs DOWN, SOFTYPE,
40 STORE
Oast House, Rainham

CAR CRASH TELEVISION,
ORPHAN, ERA
Beacon Court, Gillingham

PICKLED DICK,
10 SECOND BREAK,
FALL TO FICTION, ONCE OVER
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

FACE TO FACE
Woolpack, Smeeth

MENTAL FLOSS
South Eastern Tavern, Ashford

ELECTRIC EXPERIENCE
Britannia, Margate

SHARPSTERS
Star, Ashford

2 OUTSPOKEN
Working Men’s Club, Ramsgate

FUSION
Seahorse, Greatstone

JUNK MAIL
Rising Sun, Herne Bay

DEREK NASH & SAX APPEAL
The Grey Lady Music Lounge
The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells

Club Buff –
Local Hero Records
Orange St, Canterbury  8pm
djs from The Bufftings

SUN JAN 9th

HI VOLTAGE (AC/DC tribute)
Alexandra Hotel, Chatham

MENTAL FLOSS
Anchor, Littlebourne

DUMAINE STREET
Louis Armstrong, Dover

MEL HARRIS
Two Brewers, Whitstable

60s nite
Happy Frenchman, Folkestone

MON JAN 10th

‘The Stable presents” …
DYSURIA, SOUL SHAKEDOWN,
THIS WAY UP
The Forum, Tunbrodge Wells

WED JAN 12th

LENNY
Seahorse, Greatstone

ON THE RUN
Britannia, Margate

RUN V. T.
Angel Inn, West Malling

THUR JAN 13th

Luke Smith presents …
Art exhibition from Heidi Butler,
Hazel Basran & Chloe Barker
Local Hero Records,
Orange St, Canterbury  8pm

THE LONG WEEKEND
Beacon Court, Gillingham

JOHN HARRIMAN & JMODE
The Grey Lady Music Lounge

The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells

FRI JAN 14th

THE FIGHT, NOT KATIES,
GLAUCOMA
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

(ME)DIA, HI JINX,
THE STATE ADDICTION
Tap ‘n’ Tin, Chatham

HOT BUTTERED MUFFIN,
AMBER ROOM, DIGITAL FISH
Horsebridge Centre, Whitstable

PAUL ZEC QUARTET
Local Hero Records,
Orange St, Canterbury  8pm £4

SITUATIONS VACANT
Happy Frenchman, Folkestone

TIME
Oranges, Ashford

FILTHY LUCRE
White Lion, Cheriton

MENTAL FLOSS
Star, Ashford

LIVE ‘n’ KICKIN
Britannia, Margate

USER FRIENDLY
South Eastern Tavern, Ashford

THE FLING
Plough Inn, Brabourne

KRIS DOLLIMORE
East Kent, Whitstable

THE BODEGAS
Beacon Court, Gillingham

HOT RATS
Angel Inn, West Malling

DINO BAPTISTE DUO
The Grey Lady Music Lounge
The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells

SAT JAN 15th

In-store appearance
Local Hero Records
Orange St, Canterbury  2pm

KING KUDA,
STATE ADDICTION
Beacon Court, Gillingham

THE REPUTATION,
JOHNNY PANIC,
TOWERS OF LONDON
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

FAT RIVER BAND
Happy Frenchman, Folkestone

55% BANANA
Louis Armstrong, Dover
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LE GRAND
Britannia, Margate

ELECTRIC DRUIDS
White Lion, Cheriton

LP BLEEWZ
Star, Ashford

KONRAD & JACOB
Yew Tree Inn, Deal

HARDLINES
The Grey Lady Music Lounge
The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells

“Songwriters Poll”
Local hero Records
Orange St, Canterbury 8pm £4

SUN JAN 16th

KRIS DOLLIMORE
Two Brewers, Rochester 4pm

CAR THIEVES
Alexandra Hotel, Chatham  5-7pm

HURLIMANN BAND
Bull Inn, East Farleigh

ANDY McCLAIN
Louis Armstrong, Dover

CROOKED STYLE
Two Brewers, Whitstable

THE MIKE RICHARDS BIG BAND
Acacia Ballroom, Dartford

60s nite
Happy Frenchman, Folkestone

MON JAN 17th

BREAKxIN,
FOR THE GLORY (from Lisbon),
INNOCENT BLOOD,
HJATEMAIL
Harp Club, Folkestone

“The Stable” presents …
LA FEE VERTE, MOORWATER,
STAR SCREAM
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

KENT DUCHAINE
Oranges, Ashford

TGOUCAN CHOU
Walnut Tree, Maidstone

TUES JAN 18th

ROGER BETTS
New Inn, Sandwich

WED JAN 19th

FACE TO FACE
Seahorse, Greatstone

HEADLONG
Britannia, Margate

LEIGH HIGHWOOD
Angel Inn, West Malling

THUR JAN 20th

SUPERCAR, GLAUCOMA,
EXUS, ORGANISED CONFUSION
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

Luke Smith presents …
Art exhibition from Aleka
Kadinopoulos
Local Hero Records
Orange St, Canterbury

AVILLA
Beacon Court, Gillingham

LITTLE ROCK
Oranges, Ashford

CHEVRON
Walnut Tree, East Farleigh

MIXED EMOTION
New Inn, Sandwich

SUE RIVERS TRIO
The Grey Lady Music Lounge
The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells

FRI JAN 21st

MY LIFE IN THE MAKING
(formerly Hindsight),
CUBIC SPACE DIVISION,
NINE DAYS TO NO ONE,
HEDSTRONG
Homelands, Kingsnorth, Ashford

EDEN MAINE, ATTAKU,
MOESABOA, FINDING BARRY
Downtown Diner, Ashford
In aid of Tsunami Disaster Fund

GROOVECHASERS
Local Hero Records
Orange St, Canterbury  8pm £4

ISOBEL, EXIT STAGE LEFT,
THE SUPER NASHWAN KIDS
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

HEROES
Gate Inn, Hythe

JESTER
Phoenix Railway Club, Dover

MEAN RED SPIDERS
Happy Frenchman, Folkestone

SHARPSTERS
White Lion, Cheriton

THE RACE AGAINST THE
MACHINE
Beacon Court, Gillingham

INTERCEPTORS
Britannia, Margate

PRIMITIVE INSTINCT
South Eastern Tavern, Ashford

SITUATIONS VACANT
Star, Ashford

CANARY WOLF
George Inn, Stone Street

ARGON
East Kent, Whitstable

CHILLBILLIES
The Grey Lady Music Lounge
The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells

SAT JAN 22nd

In-store appearance
Local Hero Records,
Orange St, Canterbury  2pm

Lone Star Comedy Club –
BRENDAN BURKE,
SHAZIA MIRZA,
DARRELL MARTIN,
DANNY JAMES (compere)
Lanterns, Folkestone

LED BY ZEPPELIN
Homelands, Kingsnorth, Ashford

THE PADDINGTONS,
THE VERTIGO,
THE BLIND MARTINI SOCIETY
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

SPIT LIKE THIS,
VAMPYRES KISS, SU 50
Red Lion, Northfleet

WATERHORSE
Happy Frenchman, Folkestone

GENGIS KHANT
White Lion, Cheriton

LIVE ‘n’ KICKIN
South Eastern Tavern, Ashford

BLACKSTAR
Star, Ashford

LEAGUE OF SCOWLERS
Beacon Court, Gillingham

STOLEN
Seahorse, Greatstone

BLOW
Britannia, Margate

IAN SHAW & LIANNE CARROLL
Mick Jagger Centre, Dartford

CAMINE
Plough and Harrow, Sittingbourne

KEITH JAMES
Admiral Owen, Sandwich

OVER THE EDGE
The Grey Lady Music Lounge
The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells

SUN JAN 23rd

HEROES
Rowing Club, Sandgate (2pm)

FACE TO FACE
Villager, Vigo

60s nite
Happy Frenchman, Folkestone

MON JAN 24th

“The Stable” presents …
FALL TO FICTION,
HEADQUARTERS,
VIOLET HIGH
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

THUR JAN 27th

RIPCHORD, NOXIOUS,
IN VITRO, INTRAVERSE
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

Luke Smith presents …
Local Hero Records,
Orange St, Canterbury  8pm

FRI JAN 28th

MORE THAN NORMAL,
JESTER, T. A. R.
Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone

DAYS IN DECEMBER,
THROUGH SILENCE, 
MY MIND’S WEAPON,
MOESABOA
Lanterns, Folkestone

DEVIL SOLD HIS SOUL
(ex Mahumodo),
FIREAPPLE RED,
OWING TO THIS,
SCORE ONE FOR SAFETY
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

Just Jazz – Richard Rozze
(guitar & Paul Zec (sax)
Local Hero Records
Orange St, Canterbury

HEROES
Captain Howey, New Romney

SHIVER
East Kent, Whitstable

SAT JAN 29th

In-store appearance
Local Hero Records
Orange St, Canterbury  2pm

LIFE SENTENCE,
GODLESS REDS
Tap ‘n’ Tin, Chatham

WASPJUICE
Local hero Records
Orange St, Canterbury  8pm £4

TORTILLA ARMY
Happy Frenchman, Folkestone

KARONA, GLISTEN,
VAMPYRE’S KISS
Community Centre, Lydd

65 DAYS OF STATIC,
HEADQUARTERS,
SUPERCAR
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

GHOST-KATA, BORN AGAIN,
DAYFALL
Red Lion, Northfleet

SHIVER
Star, Ashford

JESTER
Archer, Whitfield
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INTENSIFIED with DAVE BARKER
Charivari, Folkestone – July

The day itself was rained off which was tough on
the organisers but the outdoor event at the
amphitheatre was magnificent with the legendary
Dave Barker joining Intensified to provide the
perfect soundtrack to a superb evening. 

JESTER
Happy Frenchman, Folkestone – October

There’s something about punk stalwarts Jester at
their spiritual home the Frenchman and they
always deliver the goods and add an extra
dimension with their wandering into the crowd
and around the pub.

INTENSIFIED
Roter Salon, Berlin – October

I really hadn’t intended to let Intensified dominate
the end of the year charts again this year but it’s
difficult to omit at least one date from the
German tours and for history and a sense of
grandeur it is hard to beat this one at the leading
theatre in the east of the city during the 1950s. 

BATTLESKA GALACTICA / 3 dBs DOWN /
MELTINPIK / T. A. R.
Stripes Club, Folkestone – November

Something of an up and down year at Stripes but
it is still capable of great things and another
packed house saw this offering and Battleska
nearly raised the roof with the seminal “El
Salvacore”.  

INTENSIFIED with DAVE BARKER
Reitschule, Bern, Switzerland – November

A venue that has become known as ‘ska heaven’
by Intensified after two outstanding visits now ...
excellent cuisine at the restaurant below, friendly
staff, good crowd, beer aplenty, great stage and
backstage area … everything you could wish for. 

THE PEACOCKS
Gasworks, Winterthur, Switzerland –
November

By chance the last Intensified date in Switzerland
was an early show and The Peacocks were
playing an almost hometown show down the
road. Awesome. Arguably the best live band
around at the moment … pure energy, pure
punk, pure rockabilly … a joy to watch ….

INTENSIFIED / CHRIS MURRAY
Reduit, Mainz, Germany - December 

Another great venue (again excellent food and
internet access backstage) and the last of a
series of overseas dates to promote the
“Doghouse bass” album … special mention to
tour manager Peter, photographer Ursula, stand-
ins Seth (bass) and Neil (trumpet) … and Chris
Murray thrown in for good measure as well,
joining the band on stage. 

ALBUM CHART OF 2004
From RAINER HORVATH in Vienna

1. Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds – Abbatoir Blues
/ The Lyre of Orpheus

2. Libertines – Libertines
3. Ryan Adams – Rock ‘n’ Roll
4. White Stripes – Elephant
5. Kings of Leon – Youth and Young Manhood
6. Courtney Love – American Beauty
7. Iggy Pop (with the Stooges) – Skull Ring
8. The Yeah Yeahs – Fever To Tell
9. A Tribute To Alejandro Escovedo – Various

Artists
10. The Distillers – The Distillers

“Your Mornings Will Be Brighter” ‘s top 10 gigs of
2004 ….. 

MORE THAN NORMAL / ALL BUT NONE /
HOAX / WEREWOLVES ATE MY PLATOON
Stripes Club, Folkestone – January

More Than Normal were unlucky to miss out on
the 2003 chart but soon rectified that with
another exciting performance which again
highlighted just how many good songs they
have. When the band are clearly enjoying
themselves on stage it is difficult for it not to
come across to the crowd.  

PAMA INTERNATIONAL / KING DJANGO /
BATTLESKA GALACTICA
Stripes Club, Folkestone – March

Another great night with traditional ska from
Pama and New York’s King Django and more
exciting stuff from Battleska. The after-show party
went on long into the night down at Gee’s. 

INTENSIFIED with DAVE BARKER 
Rosslau Ska Festival – June

The perfect band for outdoor festivals and
another sublime performance as they teamed up
with Dave Barker for the first time and hooked up
again with US mates Dion and The Aggrolites. 

2004 CHARTS 

SUN JAN 30th

‘Listen & Play Jazz Jam Session” –
PAUL ZEC QUARTET
Local Hero Records
Orange St, Canterbury  1pm

HEROES
Academy, Deal

LATE NIGHT RADIO, ANTHEMIA,
THE MIDGETS
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

60s nite
Happy Frenchman, Folkestone

MON JAN 31st

“The Stable” presents …
FREEFALL FOLLOWING, SONGS OF MY LAP,
THE BODY TRANSPARENT
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

THUR FEB 3rd

Comedy Forum 
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

FRI FEB 4th

JAIRUS, ESCHUDA, AMATORY GARVACIN
Homelands, Kingsnorth, Ashford

MORNINGWOOD,
TEHILLAH COMMISSION, OFF LIMIT
The Forum, Tunbridge Wells

FONY, CAR CRASH TELEVISION, ERA
Tap ‘n’ Tin, Chatham

SAT FEB 5th

FANDANGLE
Stripes, Folkestone

RED HOT & BLUE
Happy Frenchman, Folkestone

FONY, CAR CRASH TELEVISION, ERA
Tap ‘n’ Tin, Chatham

After a month’s break, the first gig of the year
takes place at Stripes Club in Folkestone on
Saturday February 5th when you can see
FANDANGLE, new signings to Moon Ska
who are embarking on a four-month tour with
More Than Normal.  

FANDANGLE AT STRIPES

The extensive “Your Mornings Will Be
Brighter” year review which traditionally forms
part of the January issue will this year be
appearing on the Internet at www.mrgig.com
and then click on News. If you would like a
printed copy then either e-mail
richardmurrill@aol.com or text 
07810 864228. 

2004 YEAR REVIEW


